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Maharashtra before the IPIGIST '
times of Shivaji Maharaj mm—ﬁlnﬂq?mmig



Introduction

* The mention of the region in
early literary sources Is
shrouded in legend.

 According to Ramayana and
other texts, the region was
covered with dense forests
and was called
Dandakaranya.
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Introduction...

* The legend of Sage Agastya
travelling South and humbling
the Mount Vindhya is famous.

* Various sages are mentioned to
follow, who were regularly
disrupted in their rituals by
rakshasas.

* The legend of Parshuram-
Renuka-Jamadagni is central to
the folklore of the region.
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Introduction...

 The forests were gradually
cleared, like the North Indian
plains.

 The oldest towns in the region

Included Paithan (Pratishthana),

Nashik, Kalyan,Sopara,
Junnar, Karad, etc.

 Ashoka (250 BC) had his two of
the major fourteen rock edicts
Installed at Sopara.
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Introduction...

 He also mentions sending
Buddhist monks to Aparanta
(Konkan).

e Ashoka’s records mention the
Southern Kingdoms of Chola,
Chera and Pandyas, and also
Rathikas, Bhojas, and Petenikas
of the Deccan.

 But the real connected history of
the Deccan begins with the
Satavahanas
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Satavahanas E)ZBO BC - 220
AD)

* They were Initially vassals of
Mauryans, but soon after
Ashoka’s death, they became
Independent.

* The empire was founded
by King Simuka in 230 BC and
the dynasty ruled for 400 years.

* He conquered Maharashtra, parts
of Madhya Pradesh, and his
successor, Krishna, went into
Andhra.

Hiddlg (230 BC - 220 AD)
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Satavahanas 3230 BC - 220 Hlddlg- (230 BC - 220
AD)... AD)...

» They probably originated around  « il dcurll Halfd YD
modern-day Nashik, as their HIBTaT ATRIBGHIG! STt PRI
earliest inscriptions are found i geardre fRrdrea AR,
at Nashik, Naneghat and their AT0HTe 3 3Teesdrd HTOT it

early capital was Pratishthan RS IS UfAg (@) g,
(Paithan).

- ] dmlw gabuff |

» His successor,Satakarni | was GRS GHBTA BT, 30T
the contemporary of Kharavel, WRAATAT YR BT TRIHA
and defeated Kalinga after Sl

Kharavela died.


https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCAQFjAAahUKEwipyLzBmN7IAhWk2qYKHe6oCHE&url=https://marathibhasha.maharashtra.gov.in/Site/pdf/english/APPENDIX_1.pdf&usg=AFQjCNF3rc2qVfOOkizlWzLA7UzKTowfSQ&sig2=Nrk-ApvYGlVi2s6snMEBsw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naneghat

Satavahanas 3230 BC - 220
AD)...

» He defeated the Shungas, and made
great sacrifices, including
Ashwamedha, Rajasuya Yajnas.

 After a while, the Satavahanas lost
a great territory to the Western
Kshatrapas.

» King Hala was of this period, who
compiled Gatha Sattasal, the
earliest known work of Maharashtri
Prakrit.
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Satavahanas ()230 BC - 220
AD)...

« Gautamiputra Satakarni
defeated the Kshatrapas, and
restored the dynasty’s prestige.

* This event iIs said to have
Inspired the commencement of
the Shalivana Era (Shaka Era),
followed by the people of the
Deccan even today.
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Satavahanas ()230 BC - 220
AD)...

* He is considered the greatest of
Satavahana Kings, his exploits
are detailed by his mother in the
Nashik prashasti.

* He took the title
Trisamudrapibatohayavahana—
he whose horse have drank the
water of three seas.
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Satavahanas ()230 BC - 220
AD)...

» The Pandavleni caves at Nashik
(carved between 3rd century BC to
2th century AD), mentions three
rulers of the country — Kshatrapas,
Satavahanas, Abhirs.

 There are names of Sriyajna
Satkarni, Gautamiputra Satakarni,
and other rulers.

« Karla Chaityagriha mentions
Gautamiputra Satkarni, Vasistiputra
Pulumayi, and a Kshatrapa King.

'\‘:I'I?IHTG"_:TA‘ 2§%O BC - 220
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Satavahanas ()230 BC - 220 Hliddlg- (230 BC - 220
AD)... AD)...

- Kanheri Caves (Mumbai) werea  « STl Ut (He3) dig U&= TH
great seat of Buddhist learning, 3T ST giiT, U301 - Jaa:
Paithan — essentially the HERIFT UTdTeg - JeR-ATurgIe-
Pataliputra of Maharashtra - was a S0 FhaT SR-IoIT TR AR

prosperous town, located on the NEN :
trade routes, like Junnar-Naneghat- ATIGR q¥erd U | XER BT,

Kalyan or Ter-Ujjain.

+ TSI HERIYTAT UTehddl, BalTAl

- The kings patronized Maharashtri T Udh HgW@YUl B P,
Prakrit, with Hala’s Sattasal as an
Important work.




Satavahanas ()230 BC - 220
AD)...

« Around mid-3th century, the
dynasty declined.

* The Kshatrapas took the North-
Western part, while the western
part, including Pratishthan, went
to the Abhiras.

 An early branch of Rashtrakutas
too ruled for a while.

'\‘:I'I?IHTE"_:TA‘ 2§%O BC - 220
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Vakatakas (250 AD — 500
AD)

* The Vakatakas ruled over
Vidarbha, from their capital
somewhere around Ramtek
(Nagpur) — though they gradually
came over to rule from Arabian Sea
to Chattisgarh to Tungabhadra.

« |t had four branches, the one which
ruled the west was the Vatsagulma
(Washim) branch.

qIBTed (250 AD — 500

AD)
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Vakatakas {)250 AD - 500 didhIch {)250 AD - 500
AD)... AD)...

- King Sarvasena wrote Harivijaya,  « o a9 gRfderg feifgd, a= o

while King Pravarasena TR HERTS! UihaHe Hday
wrote Setubandha in Maharashtri fafea.
Prakrit.

* King Harishena (475~500) « XTSTT BIRAT (5 475 ~500) TiAT TSI3T
patronized the famous Ajanta AU I Hal. ATUD] W IR
gui‘i’ﬁa’ ﬁ?soféigffhem were built e HRIB ST STl B

- M Yo AT, BURTS, Hici,

* He also conquered Malwa, 3¢ qid fofdpe.

Chattisgarh, Kalinga, Andhra in the
east.



Vakatakas {)250 AD - 500 didhIch {)250 AD - 500
AD)... AD)...

e Sanskrit and Maharashtri were » TP d 0T AGRIPT T 3B HTWT
giat.

official languages.

. They were defeated and supplanted ~ * STR HERIE SV HIETATGR 550 AD
by the Kalachuris of Mahishmati 620 AD T HRUMYI

(somewhere near Narmada) who If%m?n;?gT @ SR THE =) .
ruled from 550 AD to 620 AD over IR el URTH ohal d il

Northern Maharashtra and Malwa. ~ JcdpT shaf.

» They were followers of Pashupata iﬁgwﬁmi%{%%ﬁuﬂm

Shaivism, and built the .
magnificient Elephanta Caves as SREKI) el dlefcdl.

well as some caves at Ellora.




Chalukyas of Badami

* The Chalukyas of Badami ousted
the Kalachuris and were the next
great rulers of the region.

 They ruled over Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh at
their peak.

 The dynasty was established
by Pulakesin I in 543 AD.

JeHI IR

- ST ATIRiAT obmlngl geUR
o g ddld Jed AIS IsTdhd Bid.
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Chalukyas of Badami... e dIqH...

 Pulakesin 1, one of the greatest . Elﬂablr%l'i I, lﬂ??ﬁq Sl?lgl_%lldnlﬂ QP
Kings In Indian history, conquered AR TS, IR STb ol ST

Northern Deccan and famously ﬁ UY HET YT YT TRIHT

defeated the great Emperor
Harshavardhana at Narmada.

T L * YL S NSINI ‘HGI‘{IgObI‘{'ICII
Hiuen Tsang calls him ‘Lord of AT U TaTeard.

Maharashtrakas’.

+ They had initially Shaivite, later ~+ T ST Y BId, T W[
Vaishnavite leanings, and were Fhd BId 30N d HAS T TpcTd
patrons of Kannada and Sanskrit. WS BId




Rashtrakutas (753-982)

 As the Chalukyas weakened, their
rule was overthrown and
Dantidurga went on to found a
great empire.

At their peak, they ruled till the
Ganga-Yamuna.

 The kings were Hindu but also
were influenced by Jainism.

RMPP ¥ (753-982)
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Rashtrakutas (753-982)... W (753-982)...

» Under them, Dravidian styles, - =T 3fId %(ds I, Jp-de
rock-cut architecture reached new JRgD AT aiH IR UIgleid, S
heights, the pinnacle of which was RRIR IART AU HAEATY HiR

the Kailasanatha Temple at gld.
Ellora.
» They also contributed to - HI TfeTher @l‘ﬁﬂFﬂé’[ SIAUR
the Elephanta Caves, and built ATaa IO Gagolde SR HiaR
the Jogeshwari temple near e,

Mumbail.



Rashtrakutas (753-982)... W (753-982)...

- They were great patrons of Sanskrit + o T¥hd 3TV HAS Tid TG HR&D

and Kannada. gId.
 The oldest inscription in Marathi + FRIGII Hard oA Rieera
Pron In Viaratt, YUl fRIefTerd APhe
the Shravanbelagola inscription, HITT B

belonged to the Rashtrakuta period.

* They had many Jain scholars in . AP e RARTT 3P o fagH

court, who wrote in Prakrit and gId, il UTdhd 3107 UL
Apabhramsa. feraTor .



Rashtrakutas (753-982)...

* The King Amoghavarsha offered
his finger to Goddess Mahalaxmi
of Kolhapur to save from a natural
calamity.

» Buddhism had declined
significantly by this time.

* The Kanheri Caves were one of
the last monasteries, functioning
even by 10th century AD.

PP CH (753-982)...

« TSI 3TN HIeglqRAT ¢dl
HeTae Al AaRid M<iaR
ArEqUATTST 31U Sic 3907 .
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Yadavas of Deogiri (850 — aa eI Ylcd (850 -

1334) 1334)
» The Yadavas claimed descent from Wl’*ﬂ GRBTAT TGaRI <l GRSl
the Yaduvanshis of Dwaraka. cIdl o cdl.
» Before Deogiri, their early capital ~ ° éa. R 3Tt et ufg et TSt
was at Chandwad, diGas JY gl
. | « RIeR (FATR1ep) SHTO1 it =TIl
» Sinnar (Nashik) and they may AT WU YEaTd Sat S,

have begun as feudatories to
Chalukyas.



Yadavas of Deogiri (850 — aa R Ylcd (850 -

1334)... 1334)...

* At their peak, they ruled vast . W fQI@RER RIG| :lﬁ‘cﬂqmﬁ d
swathes of land from Narmada to dHS Teigdd errrfﬁr ﬁ‘c{ﬂ-ﬁEH
Tungabhadra rivers, and from SEIELISE aw ERRERRERI
Sahyadri to Wainganga in HLHITTAY R o,

Vidarbha.

- AT Ydad Y&, Ji-l TRt U
(ST 3TEAT UdhTd GRHTNT =Y
U odl 81d) STIRGRUY IRfed ol

* In contrast to their predecessors,
they heavily patronized the
Marathi language (which had
gotten its defining form by 8th
century).




Yadavas of Deogiri (850 —
1334)...

* They are believed to be the first

true Maratha em
Influential In ma
dominant throug

nire, and were
KiIng Marathi

hout thelr realm.

YTqd (850 -
1334)...

. € Ufed TR IRIST ISy 3
qTS SITd, 3101 Sgul IrsaTd {R131
IRIUTTd d UHTE! 8.




Yadavas of Deogiri (850 — aa R Ylcd (850 -

1334)... 1334)...

- Singhana Il (1200-1247) was the ~ « RI9TMT &RT (1200-1247) g1 41
greatest ruler of this dynasty. TRTUGTT Haid AT NIH i,

* He was a great patron of arts and + d el STIOT Fifg A HeTH &M
literature. Bid.

» He established a college of Y ”l@ﬁqlqj‘ql.‘*'qiﬂl ST
astronomy to study the work HRUGTATS! ! W=
of Bhaskaracharya. HeTagTerardt RITYAT e,

» Bhaskaracharya’s forefathers were URRTET T gael <afidt I
court scholars at Deogiri. RERT 3T Bidl.

» He founded Singhanapur (Shani » T RIEATQR (1 RAR) =t
TG i,

Singanapur).


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bh%C4%81skara_II

Yadavas of Deogiri (850 —
1334)...

* Hemadri Pandit, Prime Minister
to King Ramachandrais a
legendary figure in Maharashtra’s
history.

* He introduced the Modi script, the
cultivation of Bajra, introduced the
Hemandpanti Architecture and
authored many works in Sanskrit
and Marathi.

» Temples in Hemandpanti style are
found all over Maharashtra.

YTqd (850 -
1334)...

. SHTE] Ufed, IS IHTE I UdueT

B HERIEIEHT‘{%EW@H Uh URANd
el 3Ted.

. i Al [edi=! i Ho
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HTHT TG D,

» HYUI HERIYT gHISUd! Qaildie

HfGY Tgesdld.



Yadavas of Deogiri (850 —
1334)...

* Mukundraj’s Viveksindhu (1190
AD), Lilacharita (1238) were
other important works.

 The great saint Dnyaneshwar
wrote Dnyaneshwari (1290) and
other abhangs in this period.

 He describes the kings as
yadukulvansh tilak.

(850 —
1334)...

- gharroid faadiiY (3.9.1190),

TR (1238) BT 3R Hgam|
BT Blal.

o YR Id JMYRAT I HTdTd IR

(1290 ) 3101 SR 34T feifg.

- TGP aayl f[cosdh WU il el

qUI el 3Ts.



Yadavas of Deogiri (850 —
1334)...

* Chakradhar founded the
Mahanubhav sect, whose
followers contributed a lot to early
Marathi literature.

* Vitthala-worship was as far back
as 6th century (pre-vedic acc. to
some), though the oldest parts of
the Pandharpur temple date to
1189.

* There’s an inscription of a Hoysala

king’s donation on the temple
(1237 AD).

(850 —
1334)...

+ THR T HETIHTT trzrﬁﬁqum
hal, STl AT gH ]

mm%wmqqaﬁwﬁﬁ
G QR HfaxTm atd SHET HIT 1189

quj&ﬁ (PTE] ST
gadfad &) g,

. HiSITd BIS T ISr=AT <O

fRTeTTeia 3118 (3.9.1237)



Yadavas of Deogiri (850 — aa R Ylcd (850 -

1334)... 1334)...
* The Varkari sect came into + gld Dhlosld RG] USRI UHTd
prominence in the Yadava times. AT

» The Nath Sampradaya was founded  « ITg HTBTd 1Y TUSTATRN TITTAT

around this time too, by Gorakshnatha,  mMzeMATY™ Taferd diA® -8 TRURT

by filtering the prevailing tantric- theaY ST Hal
meditatic traditions.

« Datta-worship was made popular by . T YUY SI-3UTHAT Aleh [0 el

these sects, soon became the Datta- ddhd cd-gucry SITcl.
sampradaya.
pradiay - SIS UY Tqod JciehTe AR
+ The cult of Khandoba developed Ueh] Sfeh Uy o YR uafd

from a folk deity to a Puranic one e RId el

around 9th century.



Yadavas of Deogiri (850 —
1334)...

Shilaharas

* They ruled Konkan from the
Rashtrakuta times.

* They had three branches — North
Konkan, South Konkan (765-1029)
and Kolhapur (915-1215).

* The later Sawant clans claim descent
from them.

» They were vassals to Rashtrakutas,
Chalukyas from time to time.

» The Kolhapur branch had Panhala as
their royal residence, and Mahalaxmi
as the family deity.

(850 —
1334)...

Rrarera

+ il AFPHT HISTUNY HlhUaR I
b, IR DIDH U, G0N Db Ul (765-
1029) 3TIUT HIegTPR (915-1215) 3R
i diF T 3T,

- JoRd TIdd pd ATATHh g GRTIDI
&1d] .

+ d dBIdBT IAFH ey, AT Igart
BId.

- PIegTqR YRAd U=glesl &1 JidT LTal

AR BidT 30T HeTae diciad
Gadl U




Yadavas of Deogiri (850 — aa R Ylcd (850 -

1334)... 1334)...
 The Yadavas had repelled a few « Ylad HFf Wqﬁfm 3T &WET
Northern invasions before, but in g & Bld, Urd 1294 T 3e3e

1294 Alauddin Khilji defeated farersfiv dafi’ier wrva .

Deoqiri. A ~ -
- Faftra Wit sy O o
» He restored the kings on promise of QAT &,

a regular tribute. . yaiorert fael Teft Aret enfor afere

The tribute wasn’t paid and Malik qTauard e

Kafur was sent to subdue the
Yadavas.




Yadavas of Deogiri (850 —
1334)...

 After defeat, they had to help Kafur
fight the Southern Kingdomes.

 His successor challenged Khilji,
following which Deogiri was
finally annexed.

 Later, Muhammad Tughlag

shifted his capital to Deogiri for a
time.

(850 —
1334)...

o TRTHAHR AT HIHI]

P eld IsTifav<g aeuary Hed
HA! ANTL.

IR CaRRIAT 3RAET 6 Y
SIS UaTd 3T,

» IR, YW JUdP Ji-l Plel
HTBTTST AT ST cai Rt Iy
gardal.




Bahamani (51357-1518) and
Later Sultanates

e Some Delhi noblemen Hassan
Gangu, revolted against the
Sultanate and established his own
on the Deccan.

* Interestingly, the word ‘Bahaman’
comes from ‘Brahman’.

« The Bahamani controlled
Maharashtra and parts of Northern
Karnataka.

d8THAT (1357-1518) 3ATfoT
T-ET-I?'\‘:I?\-F-I?[)

- facritdiel HTg! @M g9 T

T Fed-Tdaog §8 dal 0T
ZG-1a} d: I RITIAT bl

- ORIy TGOS ‘SETH BT Usq ‘STEI0r

Ha- AT 3T,

+ SETHAI HERIY 9 SR BHICHId

el HINT FEfRAT b,



Bahamani (1357-1518) and W:;t‘c(l%?’g%lll% 8) SATfuT

Later Sultanates...

» They were constantly in conflict - 7T [ASTR ISIRI Fad a1 gidl.

with the Vijayanagara Kings. . T - . e |
» The only memorable name is grel 3iTe, Sl WeH YR BIdl IR
of Mahmud Gawan, who was an YA T GG G bl

able administrator but was
tragically murdered by the Sultan.

- Y Urard sy faHTisTd et
* This led to the kingdom splitting In

five.



Bahamani (1357-1518) and W‘;f_c(lj\}g%ﬂq% 8) SATfuT

Later Sultanates...

- Of the five, in time, three survived  + U SOOI cii< 70T S<Tdd -
— Nizamshahi of Ahmadnagar 3EHGATRA! (ASTHRITS! (1490-
(1490-1636), Adilshahi of Bijapur ~ 1636), AR STIGTARMET (1490 -
(1490-1686), Quthshahi of 1686), TTD STl HATITE!.

Golconda.

« FETHHIM HRTGAHT T W1
JGHE ¥ad: o died el SOl
Hgdrdl cd d U M8THd $aii
QIO el

« The Bahamani employed Marathas
In their armies, many of which
distinguished themselves in war,
and formed important families and
a loyal nobility.




Bahamani (1357- 1518) and W‘;f_c(lj\}g%ﬂq% 8) SATfuT

Later Sultanates..

» Akbar launched a campaign - 1595 HE 3{hHarA
against Ahmadnagar in 1595 but IEHGTRT faRIUTd HIgHH
was repulsed by the forces %:RF c_Q‘ﬁ T am—qﬂ_qﬂﬂ 319
under Chandbibi. M Tl He D

- JOR, HiSU e

o Later, infighting led to murder of =) ﬁ S arfd
Chandbibi and Akbar almost W a

bR i I"I\TI SR
SId5SIdes SITedl.

annexed the Nizamshabhi.




Bahamani (1357- 1518) and 98THHL (1357-1518) 3TfOr

Later Sultanates.. HedHAd...
* However, after Akbar’s death, - TYUTY, 3fha] chlzl\"l(‘lﬂ
the Nizamshahi rose again in ﬁTrﬂTITZH?[ Yol J-Ilﬂco 3R
splendor in the able hands Qe HIN i T&H
of Malik Ambar and Shahaji g, ard %‘Lq A 33
Bhosale.

- 1626 A& HidIdh 3f&R HRT
« After Malik Ambar died in 1626, MIFRIGRE QIGIGH:“

Shahaji protected Nizamshahi ﬁﬁrmmgﬁn qud- &Tﬁa
from the combined might of AT e ATHA IR
Mughal-Adil forces, but TR&UT Sl JUT HEHCTR

Ahmadnagar fell in 1636. 1636 HY USdl.






