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Evaluation Approach 

Formative evaluation 

Formative evaluation means 
the process of verifying 
whether the learning of the 
students is taking place as per 
the objectives and to find out 
the obstacles and  suggest 
remedies for better merits 

   Summative evaluation 

refers to assign a grade for 
learner achievement at the 
end of a term, semester, 
course or instructional 
program.  

 



Formative Summative 
Possible for reinforcing the learning 

and mastery of the learning through 

remedial teaching.  

It covers large block of 

content and the final 

achievement of the learner.  

Conducted during the process of 

instruction, development of a 

program.   

It is done at the end of the 

programe completion.  

It is for the benefit of internal 

audience or decision makers.  

It is done for the benefit of 

external audience.  

It is done by many evaluators.  It is done by one evaluator.  

For formative evaluation different 

evaluation tools are used.  

Commonly examinations are 

used for evaluation (written, 

oral)  

The scores on each task are recorded 

in hierarchy.  

It reports the total scales or 

grade average.  

Difference between Formative and Summative 



Characteristics of formative evaluation :  

• Evaluation is done during teaching learning process.  

• It gives continuous feedback to teachers and 
students.  

• It identifies strengths and weaknesses.  

• It helps in monitoring closely the teaching – learning 
strategies during instruction.  

• It is used to improve the performance of the student.  

• It is easy to use and comes out with immediate 
feedback 



Merits of formative evaluation :  

• It gives immediate feedback to student and teacher.  

• Since, it is used during the process, there is a chance 
for everybody to improve.  

• It is useful to student, teachers and policy makers also.  

• It helps for effective learning.  

• Students are alert for all the time.  

• Classroom environment is maintained 



Summative evaluation:  

• Meaning : Summative evaluation refers to 
assign a grade for learner achievement at the 
end of a term, semester, course or 
instructional program. 

  

•   

 



 
Summative evaluation: Nature   

 
• It takes place at the end of the course.  

• It is designed to determine the extent to which the 
instructional goals have been achieved.  

• It is done for assigning course grade.  

• Teacher made achievement tests are generally used.  

• Ratings on various types of performance and 
evaluation of product is used.  

• Formally done by an evaluator. 



 
Characteristics of summative evaluation :  

 

• Final outcome is evaluated.  

• It is done at the end of session.  

• Determines the achievement of objectives.  

• It gives descriptive analysis.  

• Feedback about achievement of the students is 
obtained.  

• Examinations are commonly used at mass scale 



Classification of  
Evaluation Tools 



Classification of  Evaluation Tools 
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